
PA Department of Health may provide additional guidance, recommendations, and requirements for Return to School. 

Revised January 11, 2021 

 
Return to School Protocols for COVID-19 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Staff / Student has 
COVID-19 with 

symptoms

Isolate at home for at least 10 days after 
symptom onset AND fever free for 24 hours 

(without use of fever reducing medicine)   
AND improvement in symptoms.

Staff / Student may 
return to school.

Staff / Student has 
symptoms of COVID-19 

per DOH screening 
guidelines

Staff / Student will be sent 
home and must contact 

healthcare provider regarding 
testing.

If test result is negative or doctor does not recommend 
testing, may return to school with a doctor's note AND
fever free for 24 hours (without use of fever reducing 

medicine) AND improvement in symptoms.                              
If not tested, note must document a non-COVID illness. 

If test result is positive, follow Staff / Student 
has COVID-19 with symptoms. 

Staff / Student has 
COVID-19 without 

symptoms

Isolate at home for 
10 days after test 

was collected.

Staff / Student develops 
symptoms

Follow Staff / 
Student has COVID-
19 with symptoms

Staff / Student remains 
symptom free

Staff / Student may 
return to school.
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Return to School Protocols for COVID-19 (continued) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Staff / Student living with someone with COVID-19 may need to remain in quarantine for 14 days AFTER the original person is released from isolation. 

 

Staff / Student has 
been in close contact 

with someone who 
has COVID-19         
(within 6 feet           

for 15 minutes)

Staff / Student 
must 

immediately 
quarantine for 

14 days after last 
contact with 

COVID-19 
positive person*
AND monitor for 

symptoms    
AND contact 
healthcare 
provider 
regarding 

testing.

Staff / Student remains 
symptom free and is not 

tested.

Staff / Student develops 
symptoms and is not 

tested. Follow Staff / Student 
has COVID-19 with 

symptoms (previous 
page)

Staff / Student develops 
symptoms and tests 

positive.

Staff / Student tests 
positive without 

symptoms.

Follow Staff / Student 
has COVID-19 without 
symptoms (previous 

page)

Staff / Student may 
return to school after 

completing a                   
14-day quarantine.


